
What Uncle Sam Is Doing in Port© Rico
MV Fiü.Mi <;. c.vni'iasfTiaiu

Washington. D. C.
*/^THAT In Uncle 8am doing as to\A/ Iiis ehnvo of tho whlto man's

burden?
llo shouldered It at tho close of our

war with r*paln und ho Una' now been
toting It for more than thirteen yoarn. |
What havo wb really accomplished lu

Porta lllco. Hawaii. Guam and tho
Philippines?

llavo tho Island; been 'bettered?
And what Is tho present condition

Of our Ijlttle Drown Cousins?
Theso aro some questions I hope to

answer In tho short s?ries of letters
of which this is the beginning.

1 know f-omething of all these coun¬
tries. I traveled over Porto Rico
at the time wo took charge, and I went
from thero across the Pacific to the
Philippines, and studied the islands
from Luzon to Mindanao, While they
were still under military rule. Later
on I visited this t-Samoans, and later
. Uli spent some time In Hawaii. I
know what tho p-oplcs of these coun¬
tries were when Wo took chargo of
them. I want to show you what they
aro now. There are men here in AVash-
Ington who are just back from han¬
dling them, and the Bureau of Insular
Affnlr« ricelvo,, reports every week as
to tho existing condition.". I "have had
acoess to thin Information, and the
most of It comes hot from tho tropics.

Porto RICO In t012.
This letter Is about Porto Ttlco. That

Is a peach of an Island! It Is 100 miles
Ion*, thirty-sis ml!»* wide, and its eoII
Is an fm as the garden of Eden. It
.has a climate like rturndlse, and the
orange, which many bellove was the
applo that so tempted ICve, grows there
unite an well.
At the tlmo f was In Porto Rico,

however, the condition of the people
was nearer that of hell thsn of henv»n.
They wore miserably poor. There were
100.000 of them, and throe-fourths were
so loan -that tho bons.s of their verte-
brao almost sawed through their
ntomaoha. It was then a popular say¬
ing that one-third of the people starved
for fully one-third of the year. I found
beggar* everywhere, and in San Juan,
tho capital. Saturday was known as
Beggars Hay. and at that time the
beggars caino sround In ringln file
to tho merchants, each of whom put
a lot of coins worth sij:-tenths of a
cent on his desk. The be^ars came
In one by one and took one coin only,
departing blessing tho giver.
To-day tho beggars have disap¬

peared, and tho Governor reports that
thorn is no one without work. The
population of S0O.000 or a little more
ha* increased to over 'j.lOO.fOO. and the
whole atmosphere is full of prosperity
nnd progren. The oltleH are growing
t-?an Juan has now 14,000, Ponce 35.-
COO Mnyaguoz 16.IT00 and Caguas. 10,-
000. Nevertheless tho majority of the
poople still live out in «he country, less
tiian ono-tonth of tiiem being In cities
. >f 10.000 or over. The density of popu¬
lation is now 325 per square mile.
vrhlr.li la an Increase of foriy-aevcn
einer. 1S93.

IliiKlnrsm Im Duumlag.
The business of the Hland is grow¬

ing faster than that of any other of
the West Indies, and fa-fler tivan most
iierts of tho United States. Tho Porto
Jttoans used to buy almost altogether
of Europe. They now trade with us,
and we have is.s per ctnl. <if their com¬
merce. Daring tile past year the for¬
eign trade Increased ID per cent, or
;nore than 110.000,000. The Porto Bl-
tans bought from the United States
during that time more than |3t,000,000
worth of American goods, and lacy sold
nlmost-that much of their home pro¬
duce to us. As !t is now there are
only six or eight countries of the world
to which we sell more than we do to
Porto Rico, and these are thi L'nllcd
Kingdom, Germany, France, Belgium,
Holland and Italy. The Porto Rlcans
buy from us more thnn does either
Russia) Spain. Austria, China, Japan
o: Turkey.
Take out the. Argentine, and they buy

more than all South America. They
liny three times as much as the Brit¬
ish East Indies, and far moro than
either Japan or China. Their trade Is i
worth about twice that of Africa and
a great deal more than that of the
Philippines. Moreover, the business Is
Steadily growing, and it Increased more
than »T.OOO.noo in if 10.
As to the home business of the coun¬

try, that Is exceedingly prosperous.
Thirty-two new corporations were or-
jranizwl last year, anrl the year before

Old-style Porto ntinn tuxar mills. Scores of abandoned
vane mills cbu lie seen.

Reclamation In Porto Illco. Tata 1» nnrt .t nn irrlsatlon
project which will redeem 35,000 acres.

DIG MONEY IN MCGAft.
"Thty bore Introduced modern mills.

that there were mo.-o than a hundred
home eorporatlons la existence, with
an authorized capital of J22.000)000,
while the foreign corporations regis¬
tered had an authorized capital of
$300,000,000, with ii paid-in capital or
over f 136,600,000, bast yiar twenty-
two new foreign corporations were or¬
ganized, and their capital was fll,-
000.000.
The Wealth «if the Porto lllrnuii.
When 1 was In Porto Itico tne peo¬

ple were taxed 10 death. The assess¬
ments were high and everything un¬
der the sun had to i>ay. To-uay the
taxes have bevn cut down and the as-
scssments t«re comparatively low. Nev¬
ertheless the value 61 the property has
enormously increased. It 1st now as-
eesj-r.-'.l at »121.000.000, and this Is es¬
timated to be 175,000,000 below the ac¬
tual value. The per capita wealth of
the Islahfl Is now about 1200, or } 1,000
per family of five. Take a tropical is¬
land whore, on the average, if the
wealth were divided, every family
would receive $1,000. and you have the
conditions as they now ore In Porto
Rico.
Nevertheless the public debt Is ex¬

ceedingly small. Kurther on I will show
you what the people have l|cen doing
In improving their roadi-. In establish¬
ing srhofds. and in other public work?.
Notwithstanding all that, the net debt
to-day is only a little over »1.000.000.
It is )es.< than ?. per cent, of the ac¬
tual value of the property, and it rep¬
resents an indebtedness per head of
less than Jl. whereas our average In-
deptcdness r>--"r >;ad, the United States
over, Is IBS, True figures do not lie.

A.MEKICAN GOODS OX THE WHAKVES OP SAN JÜAN."Tbc Porto lUcnuii now trade with ui, and vie hove SX per cent, of ilielr com¬
merce."

and I am told these figures are true.
They Pay Their Taxes.

Moreover, when people are well off
they pay their taxes. When they are
not doing weil they let them run. At
the close of this year how much of the
taxes of tills Island do you think wore
unpaid? Two per cent.'.' Three per
cent.? Five per cent.? No: Not 1 per
cent.? The treasurer reports that only
one-sixteenth of ! per cent of the
taxes are behindhand, and he expects

Our Entire Stock of Fur
Coats, Scarfs and Muffs at

Deeply Sacrificed Prices.
The warm season and the t ush of special orders finds us with a quantity of Kurs and Fur Coats that we are puttingon sale, at a reduction of 20c'c.
This is a bonafide sale. The original price ticket remains on every piece of fur..
When you consider that Hanse Furs are of the highest standard quality and Style, you will appreciate what itmeans to be able to buy such superior grade fur; at. a reduction of 20r0. Immediate selections are advised.

Fur Coats in the Great Sale
In this sale of Furs many rich and beautiful Fur Coats are included. Every woman planing the comfort and in¬trinsic value of such a coat will be interested in this opportunity to buy now at much below regular prices.The following reductions will give you an idea of the extraordinary values offered:
$250 Hudson Seal Coats reduced to.. $200 $75 Russian Pony Coats reducedto. $60$67.50 Caracul Coats reducedto. $59 $75 Long White Evening Fur Coat now.. . $60$80 Near-Seal Coats reduced to.$64 $75 Black Fur-Lined Coats reduced to_ $60

Furs in Se'is and Single Pieces
Are found at corresponding reductions in tbJs sale, including all the fashionable and desirable skins of the season, bothinexpensive and costly, with special mention on moderate-priced, durable skins that a woman may look upon as athorough investment in wear as well as beauty.

Men's Fur-Lined Coats at sharply reduced prices.

Established 1857,
119 West Broad Street.

to cut this out in the next report.
Tho same healthy ^onuition la shown

in tho banks. At tho tune we look
hold tae most of the banking was done
by the .Spaniards und tho interest rates
ran as high as 1!> per cent. To-day they
arc comparatively low, and good loans
are mane at 7 and S pur cent. The
hanks have increased In number and
the business Is now done by Americans,I'orto Rlcdns, Spaniards and Canadians.

[There are nine large banks, and they
have altogether cash resources of ahout
||6,000,000, while their deposits amount
to close to $12,000.000. Among the
banks are two Canadian Institutions
which have been established since Wo
took over the; island. One is a branch
of the Royal flank of Canada, and an¬
other of the. Hank of Nova Scotia. The
latter w.is organize,! In 1910,

Hlg Money In Su^nr.
All the big Industries of the island

tre growing. Sugar hns always psid
better than anything else, and that is
the condition to-day. in into the value
of the crop was mure than $23,000,000,
and it represented about 60 per cc-nt.
of all the exports. At that time the
Island sold enough to give six pounds
to every man, woman and child in the
United States, with a balance sufficient
to furnish a taffy pulling for millions.
The sugar plantations form a great

necklace running clear around the is¬
land. The interior is everywhere moun¬tainous! but there is a belt of lot\\nds
along the const, and this is covered
ivItli contraltos, as the plantations are
called. The hind here is rich ami tie
climate is perpetual summer. Tli cane
grows for twelve months of tlie year.
ami It is larger and sweeter than that
of Louisiana.

I Since tlie tariff was taken off. In
1001, these lands have jumped in value.
At the time I was in I'orto Rico tltey
could lio bought for $30 per acre. They
are now worth $J00 nil acre, and the
most of Ihem pay big dividends on such
a valuation.

j As t" the growth of the industry, theI sugar exported In lltOl was worth only
$5.000.000. In 19.09 it was about $10..I 000.000, ond it has Increased steadily
from year to year.

Tiie I'orto Riean sugar plantations
are now as well managed as any of
their kind the world over. Many of
them arc allied to the sugar trust, and
all are scientifically operated. They
have introduced modern mills, railroads
to bring out the cane, and men are
employed to study diseases and combat
Insect pes.ts. The actual number of
the mllls°"has decreased, and scores of
abandoned cane mills can be seen, with
'heir tall chamnoys piercing the rky.Th'e cane from the smaller plantations
is now carried to tho large mills and
sold.

Tobneen Grown In Tents.
An enormous development has tak¬

en place in the tobacco of I'orto Rico.
It Is thirty-four times as great as it

j was in 11)01, and it amounted last year
to between live und six million dol¬
lars! At the time we took hold of the
Island the tobacco was cured in open
sheds made, of piles roofed with thatch.
I saw these sheds lining tho hills, and
in some places they were so sleep that
the men had t.o lean as they hung up
the leaves. Th". tobacco was badly
cured, and it was so cheap you could
buy a good cigar for a cent. The
chewing tobacco used by the natlvss

25 Cents Worth of Snowdrift
is Equal to

93 Cents Worth of Butter

Sold in Hermetically Sealed Cans Only

Snowdrift is a wholesome shortening, useful and eco¬
nomical. It is 100 per cent cooking value, as it is pure
fat. Results entirely satisfactory, if you add a little salt.

.J Fry onions in Snowdrift; strain, and then fry chicken
in the same Snowdrift; the chicken will not taste of the
onions, because Snowdrift is odorless and tasteless,
and cannot absorb odors.

<B Butter will burn at a temperature of 300 degrees; Lard
340 degrees; Snowdrift not until 400 degrees-
Burning fat is useless.

MADE BY

nIwTmL- ' The Southern Cotton Oil CompanyChicago Paris
SnaFroncloco NO. 24 Brööd St., NeW YOFk « Manchester

v.-aa sold by the yard. It was cured
with rum and molasses and twisted up
In ropes about 100 feet long and as
tblck as your linger. A half cent's
worth of this tobacco would equal tho
amount contained In the ordinary pock¬
et plug of an American chower.

.Since then tobacco has gone up and
science has come in to help raise it.
our Department of Agriculture has in¬
troduced the methods of Cuba, and
now a great deal is grown under tents
of eheesoolot1- This is especially so
of the tobaccos which am use.l for
cigar wrappers. In some of the val¬
leys there nrc;vo many tents that at
a distance they seem to be tilled with
fnnw, The cheesecloth Is stretched
Over polej which uphold a networlt of
wire about ten feet from the ground.
Tho peoplo are using fertilisers and
they are tailing care .ib to the selec¬
tion of seeds, They pay more for their
work In the factories, but wages are
far lower than with us, and they mak>;
cigars and cigarettes at a very high
price. jfnele Sam's Bent Fruit tiarclcn.
Another thing that Is paying well Is

fruit. Thlc Is a new Industry for Porto
Rico. It amounted to practically noth¬
ing at the time we took hold of the
Irland, something like $100,000 worth
of oranges being annually exported.
Now the orange exports alono amount
to six times that sum, anil the total
fruit exports arc something like S2,-
000.000 a year.
We are now taking $500,000 worth of

fresh pineapples from Porto Rico every
twelve months, and theso arc the fin¬
est sold 1n our markets. Some of
them arc as big as p=ck measures, and
they are sweet and fid) of juice. Fine-
apples grow all over Porto Rico. One
sees great beds of them In the val¬
leys and along the foothills of the
mountains. TUey arc not carefully
cultivated and grow almost wild. The
pineapple exhortations have Increased
$100,000 during the last year.
The grape fruit business has also in¬

creased enormously, and it will com¬
pete seriously with that of Florida and
Cuba. The freight rates from Porto
Rico to New York are said to be low¬
er than from Florida to New York, and
the Cuban grapefruit ha? to pay a
duty, while the Porto Rican comes In
free. Moreover, the Porto tllcan grape¬
fruit is salt! to bo far better thau any
other, and it stands shipping well

Money In Coeonnut.n nod Coffer.
A groat deal of money is being made

in cocoanuts Thousands of trees are
b.-ns planted along tho coasts, and
they bring In on the average a dollar
per tree every year. One man makes
$20,000 a year out of his cocoa nut
orchard.
This business Is easy. The nuts are

laid out on the ground and after a
short time each sends down a sprout
from one of the little eye.,- at Its end.
At thJ same time a root shoots out ami
goes down into the ground and with¬
in a few months the sprout grows to
tho height of your waist. The root
can now be broken off, anil the nut
planted where the tree Is to stand. It
Is set out so as to give almost it)0
trecjj to the acre, and it begins to
bear at five years. The nuts ripen ail
tite year round. They drop off them¬
selves and the men have only to go
dally from tree to tree to pick them
up. Th?re Is a steady market for
them, a great quantity being dried for
copra.
Another big crop of the future Is

coffee. This wai; formerly i>:ie of the
Chlof resources of tif island, but in
lSfifi there was a terrible hurrlcnno
which uprooted the trees and practical-
ly destroyed 'the plantation?. .Since
then neu- coffca tree, have been sot
out an,] the exports last year were
over $0,000,000 in value, which is about
Bye times what they were in 1301.
The best coffee is raised in the high¬

lands at. an elevation of from 1.500 to
.".000 feet above tho sea. The climate
is so hot that the coffee has to be
grown under shade, and It is growing
th? shade trees that "has caused the
delay in tho reproduction of the plan¬
tations.
Another difficulty is tho rain?, which

are so frequent that the coffee Is liable
to be wet when drying. The trays
upon which the beans ar* laid have to
bo watched, and tuken in whenever
it rains. They cannot be left out at
night on account of tho dew. For this
renaon it costs more to raise coffeo in
Porto Rico than In Brazil, but tho cof-,
fro Is far better, and it ought to bringi
almost double the price of Brazilian
coffee. !1 understand that the Porto Rleanfl
are about to organize a campaign to
Introduce this eoffea into the United
States. They havo already established

ofllccs in New York, anil will probably
.avo exhibition rooms In our different.
Itlcs.

Herlamiition In Porto Htm.
What Is doing moro for Porto RfcoJthan anything else Is the wonderful

system of ilcw roads, which has been
built so that nearly every part of the
country has easy access to the sea. Of
this I will wj-lte another letter.

Another big public work which has
to do with the agricultural wealth of
the island is the reclaming of some¬
thing like ns.OOO acres of land. This
Bchcmo relates to the southeastern end
of Porto Rico, where the soil Is exceed¬
ingly rich, but where, owing to the
high mountains at the north, there Is
a scant rainfall. Tho moist winds
strike the cold mountains and the ta'n
drops on the northern slopes.
The average ruinfull is only forty-

two inches, runging from twenty to
sixty Inches per year. Tho land is ex¬
cellent sugar land and will be worth.
If It ha» plenty of water, about $200
per ache. As It is now, some of It In
planted to sugar. This crop requiresabundant moisture, and when tho rain¬
fall is scanty tt fails and millions of
dollars nre lost.

In ordar to irrigate this section the

insular government ha? issued bondsr
to the amount of $3,oon.ooo and they
will probably need $1.000,000 more be-
/ore the work is completed. The first
$3,000,000 worth or bonds havo been
sold, and a large part of tho money,
has gone Into the work. The project
Is now under the charge, of Chief En¬
gineer Beardsley, the man who did so
much for irrigation In the Philippines.
Among tho dams he Is constructing is
one on tho Patlllas It Ivor, which is 133'-
feet high and 1.000 feet long. Another.
Is the Carito dam. which Is 105 feet,
high, ami a third, the (Juayobal dam.
Which will be lTJ fed high and over:
L'.OOO feet long. There aro also several
great reservoirs and tunnels, and alto1-'
gethcr Irrigation works which will'
compare favorably with some in our
arid lands of the West. Engineer
Beardsley finds that his m?n cannot do
as much work as those he has em¬
ployed in the. United States, and he at¬
tributes their lack of strength to lack
of good food. Ho Is now giving tho
mi'n three meals a day free of charge,
believing that ho will be repaid in tho
additional work done. -" "f**'.
(Copyright, 4912, by Frank O. Carpcu-

ter.)

afceliffe & Tamumeir
FLORISTS

Our California Violets arc uncqualed in the South.
We extend a cordial invitation to our patrons and
the public to call and inspect them.

We also handle an exclusive variety of Orchids,
Lily-of-the-Valley, American Beauties and thcjRhinc-

£Sgbcck Violets.

We Grow the Flowers We Sell
25 West Broad Street. Phone .Madison 608.

THE SENIOR PARTNER was disturbed.
The little boy of one of the firm's traveling
men was critically ill. The distracted mother

begged that her husband be notified.
A Long Distance Bell Telephone call located

him, but he had gone to a neighboring town to
sell goods.

Would the Telephone people reach him? The Telephone M
people would try. They found him and he starter! for home
at once.

The Universal Bell Telephone System is a national search¬
light. It seeks the distant ]\*rson for you and locates him if it
is possible.

^rtssg^ By the way, have you a Bell Telephone?

jf jjTl SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE &|^llgf TELEGRAPH CO. OF VIRGINIA,'


